Asterolasia beckersii Orme & Duretto (Rutaceae) is newly described. The species is restricted to the Nundle area (Tamworth district) on the Northern Tablelands of New South Wales. The species is related to A. correifolia (A.Juss.) Benth. and A. hexapetala (A.Juss.) Druce and can be distinguished from these by leaf, inflorescence and floral characters. The ecology and conservation status of A. beckersii are discussed and a key to Asterolasia for eastern Australia is provided.
Introduction
In 1995 Doug Beckers, a New South Wales (NSW) National Parks and Wildlife officer, collected a specimen of Asterolasia (Rutaceae) from the Dungowan Dam area, near the town of Nundle (Tamworth district) on the Northern Tablelands of NSW (Fig. 1) . The specimen was of an apparently undescribed species and has been given the informal name of Asterolasia sp. Dungowan Creek (Beckers s.n. 25 Oct 1995), as used in the Flora of New South Wales (Harden & Mole 2002) , PlantNET (2016) and the Australian Plant Census (APC 2016). However, this taxon was not included in the recent treatment of the Asterolasia for the Flora of Australia (Wilson 2013 Erect shrub to 3 m tall. Stems with a dense stellate indumentum, stellae rusty to orange-brown in colour. Leaves mostly shortly petiolate; petiole (0.5-)1.5-5.5(-9.5) mm long; lamina oblanceolate to obovate or elliptic, (6-)15-45(-55) mm long, (4-)6-16(-22) mm wide, apex obtuse or rounded, base cuneate to obtuse, margins entire, undulate; abaxial surface with densely overlapping hyaline stellate hairs, stellae 0.35-0.75 mm diameter, with larger rusty coloured rays; adaxial surface with a short indumentum of hyaline stellate hairs, stellae 13-25 per mm 2 , 0.2-0.3 mm diameter. Inflorescence a terminal (occasionally axillary) umbel of 1-3 flowers, usually with one or two flowers opening at one time, occasionally with 3 flowers open at once; pedicel 5-8(-10) mm long in flower, lengthening slightly as fruit develops. Calyx inconspicuous. Petals 6-7 mm long, cream to white; abaxial surface with hyaline stellate hairs, rays free; adaxial surface glabrous. Stamens: filaments glabrous; anthers 1.2-2.0 mm long. Carpels 5; ovary densely hairy with coarse stellate hairs; style glabrous. Cocci with stellate hairs in 2 layers, a lower obscured layer of smaller hairs with an upper layer of larger rusty coloured hairs; cocci beaked to 2.5-3.5 mm long. Seed 2.0-2.5 mm long, dark grey-brown, glabrous, reniform. Habitat: Occurs in riparian Casuarina cunninghamiana -Eucalyptus viminalis woodland communities, or on steep slopes in E. nobilis -E. obliqua woodland or forest.
